
  
  

 

Chiswick House & Gardens Trust 

Jan 2025 

Freelance Schools Facilitator   

(Ref: SF25) 
 

Reports to: Schools & Community Coordinator 

Responsible for: Delivering lessons to school groups 

Contract: Freelance until end of 2025, with possibility for extension into contract position 

Key relationships: CHGT staff, local schools, teachers, volunteers 

Fee: Delivery days: £120 per half day  

  Training & meetings: £20/hr  

Hours available:   Approximately 6-8 days of work, inclusive of training, meetings and delivery days, 

     for each facilitator can be expected until the end of 2025 

Roles available:   3-5 

 

Role Summary 
Alongside our work with community groups, Chiswick House & Gardens Trust has been steadily developing 

a new school programme focused on hands-on and outdoor-based engagement in our historical working 

Kitchen Garden. In 2023, we began piloting both facilitated and self-led offers for local primary schools. Our 

facilitated offer is inspired by the ‘farm to fork/seed to spoon’ model, utilising the uniqueness of our 

functioning Kitchen Garden and the need for better food education for schools. Our goal is to inspire a 

generation of local young people to connect with nature, support their wellbeing and gain a deeper 

understanding of how food is grown. 

 

We are now at a very exciting stage in the development of our new Schools programme. With further 

funding from National Lottery Heritage Fund, we are recruiting experienced Freelance Schools 

Facilitators to deliver our co-created lesson plans to local primary schools in our Kitchen Garden. As we 

continue to pilot and develop our Schools programme, Facilitators are encouraged to bring their own 

expertise and skills to the role.  

 

The Organisation 
Chiswick House & Gardens is a thriving 350-year-old haven in West London, open for everyone every day. 

Teeming with nature, stories and activities, our precious House is cared for and our spectacular Grade I 

listed gardens are completely free to roam, thanks to our supporters. As a charity our mission is to keep 

Chiswick House & Gardens flourishing today and for the next 350 years. Everyone and their dog can stroll, 

play, learn, relax and meet here and we’re also 75% visitor and supporter funded, so we wouldn’t exist 

without the community around us.  

 

Internationally recognised and locally loved, the gardens are home to lots of wonderful wildlife and trees that 

clean and cool the air. At the centre of our 65 acres, we run an open, working Kitchen Garden where 

everyone is invited to wander, taste what’s growing, or enjoy activities that we run with and for our local 

community.  

 

We’re proud to have a special place in design history as the first ever English landscape garden and rose 

garden. Memories have been made here since the mid-1700s, rooted deeply amongst the trees, architecture, 

lake and historic walls. 

 

What we can offer  
• An exciting opportunity to work in a beautiful 65-acre garden 

• Being part of a supportive, friendly and efficient team that care about the local community 

• A dynamic, fast paced and ambitious charity 

• Staff discount in Chiswick House Café and Shop 
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• Flexible working policy 

 

What you will be doing 
The Freelance Schools Facilitator is a hands-on role and will grow as the Schools Programme develops, 

moving through a piloting stage towards a fully available commercial offer to coincide with our new Learning 

Hub and Community Fruit Garden. The role will respond to your own skills, experience and interests 

surrounding food education and outdoor learning. As we move through the piloting stage, you may be asked 

to assist in additional tasks relating to programme development. 

 

Who we are looking for  
You will have a strong understanding and empathy with our local culture, history and the identity of our 

communities. You will have a good understanding of the education sector, outdoor learning and schools 

engagement. In addition, you will need to demonstrate: 

• Excellent facilitation skills and proven ability to engage effectively with a range of audiences, including 

children with SEND  

• Experience of working with primary school groups and delivering lesson plans to meet learning 

objectives, as outlined in the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 & 2 

• Flexibility and experience of adapting outdoor activities and school resources for a variety of learning 

needs and styles 

• An interest in food education, outdoor learning and horticulture 

• An understanding of how outdoor-based learning can support and enrich wellbeing  

• Good working knowledge of child safety, welfare and safeguarding practices 

• Self-motivated and well organised, with a genuine passion for involving others and working with 

schools within a heritage setting 

• Experience of supervising or working alongside volunteers 

 

We are looking for people who reflect the diversity of the country today to help us shape our approach and 

make it more relevant to the diversity of the people in our local communities. Disabled people, those that 

identify as being from Black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds and people under 30 are under-

represented in our staff and volunteer team, and we encourage applications from people in these groups. 

 

How to apply 
To apply: Please submit a CV (no more than 2 pages) and cover letter (no longer than 1 page) outlining 

your interest in the role, how your experience matches ‘Who we are looking for’, and details of two 

referees who know your work. Please include your full contact details including daytime and evening 

telephone numbers.  

 

Please note this role will require a DBS clearance. 

 

Applications should be sent to Info@chgt.org.uk with Schools Facilitator and Ref SF25 in the subject 

header of your email.  

 

Deadline: Closing date for applications is Friday 14th February 2025, midday  

 

Interviews and Shortlisting: It is anticipated that shortlisted candidates will be invited for interview 

Wednesday February 26rd 2025 

 

If you would like to speak to somebody about the role in more detail, prior to your application, please email 

info@chgt.org.uk with your request and the subject SF25. 

 

mailto:Info@chgt.org.uk

